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The role of Visitor Centres in 
UNESCO Designated Sites in Europe
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What is the role – actual and 
potential – of visitor centres in 
UNESCO designated sites? How 
can such centres better contribute 
to the objectives of the different 
designations, and of the sites 
themselves? To answer these 
questions, representatives from 
20 selected designated sites 
from Europe - including World 
Heritage properties, Biosphere 
Reserves, and Global Geoparks - 
together with other international 
experts and UNESCO staff, met 
from 30 September to 2 October 
2018 in Palermo, Italy. It was an 
opportunity to share experiences 
and provide advice for the 
enhancement of existing visitor 
centres and the establishment of 
new ones.

Despite their different institutional 
and operational frameworks, the 
various designations developed 
within UNESCO aim to contribute 
to the achievement of the 
organisation’s mission towards 
peace and sustainable development. 
Upon the adoption of the 2030 
Agenda, this objective is encased in 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

UNESCO designated sites are 
called upon to act as laboratories 
for the improved protection and 
management of cultural and 
natural resources, with a direct 
transformative impact on visitors 
and communities, in line with 

the SDGs. The contribution that 
designated sites can play to this end, 
through the action of site visitor 
centres, was debated in Palermo 
during the regional workshop for 
Europe on “The role of Visitor 
Centres in UNESCO Designated 
Sites”.

The workshop’s main objectives 
were to provide participants with 
the opportunity to share knowledge, 
experiences, and visions, thereby 
developing their capacities, and to 
produce recommendations for the 
establishment, management, and 
enhancement of visitor centres in 
UNESCO designated sites. 

Combining presentations, groupwork 
and discussion, participants 
shared experiences about related 
services at their respective visitor 
centres, discussing their impact 
and potential improvement. The 
discussion focused on tourism 
sustainability and visitors 
management; interpretation of 
heritage and educational services; 
and, community engagement and 
community-oriented services.

Visitor centres have multiple 
functions depending on how they 
are developed and managed. With 
regard to tourism, they can be 
used to promote the destination, 
control and filter visitor flows, and 
in some cases be a substitution for 
on-site visits. Visitor Centres are 
hubs within a destination that can 

be utilized to alleviate congestion 
problems experienced by many sites, 
acting as gateways to determine the 
amount and times of visits and/or 
suggest alternative locations for less 
crowded experiences. 

In some cases, commercial activities 
can also be associated with this 
function including information on 
restaurants, accommodation and 
community events and festivals. 
In addition, visitor centres can 
provide a space to generate 
revenue through the sale of tickets, 
merchandise, local handicrafts, paid 
comfort facilities and parking that 
can be an important resource for 
conservation.

Presentation of heritage, 
communication and education are 

part of the basic responsibilities for 
all kinds of UNESCO designations 
that are relevant to this workshop. 

Within this framework, Visitor 
Centres are key actors to ensure the 
carefully planned communication 
of interpretive content through 
the arrangement of interpretive 
information and infrastructure at 
sites, aimed at different objectives, 
including: to facilitate understanding 
and appreciation of heritage; to 
communicate heritage values to a 
range of audiences; and, to better 
integrate the sites in their broader 
cultural, social, environmental, and 
economic environment.

The workshop in Palermo was 
organised by UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in 

Europe, in cooperation with the City 
of Palermo and with the support of 
Fondazione Sicilia and Fondazione 
per l’Arte e la Cultura Lauro 
Chiazzese. >>full story

Participants in the workshop included visitor centres’ managers from 20 selected Designations Sites in Europe, together with 
other international resource persons, UNESCO, and local partners. Silex’s (Belgium), Troodos Geopark Visitor Centre (Cyprus), 
Vadehavscentret (Denmark), Pont du Gard Site (France), Visitors Centre Welterbe Regensburg (Germany), Olympus National 
Park Information Centre (Greece), Centre of Geo-Biodiversity Museum in Cilento (Italy), Crespi d’Adda Visitor Centre (Italy), 
Infopoint Terme di Comano Dolomiti di Brenta (Italy), Visitor Centre of  the Arab-Norman Palermo (Italy), Vilnius Tourist 
Information Centre (Lithuania), Magma Global Geopark visitor centre (Norway), Hateg Global Geopark Centre (Romania), Hg 
Smelting Plant (Slovenia), Centre for Reception and Interpretation of the Pre-Romanesque Art (Spain), Nature Interpretation 
Centre “Las Amoladeras” (Spain), Naturum Vattenriket (Sweden), Caernarfon, Conwy, Harlech and Beaumaris Castles (United 
Kingdom), Durham World Heritage Site Visitor Centre (United Kingdom), Marble Arch Caves Visitor Centre (United Kingdom).
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Naturum Vattenriket- visitor center in Kristianstads Vattenrike BR (Sweden)

     Visitor centre Castles of King Edward in Gwynedd World Heritage Site (UK)

To connect nature with the city
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Visitor Center World Heritage Old Town of Regensburg with Stadtamhof (Germany)

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/the_role_of_visitor_centres_in_unesco_designated_sites_in_eu/
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UNESCO supports Capacity Development 
to protect Cultural Heritage  
in the Republic of Moldova and Romania 

From 12 to 16 November 2018, a 
group of officials from relevant 
authorities from the Republic of 
Moldova and Romania gathered 
in Rome to benefit from a training 
workshop organised by the UNESCO 
Regional Bureau for Science and 
Culture in Europe, in cooperation 
with the Comando Carabinieri per 
la Tutela del Patrimonio Culturale 
(Carabinieri for Cultural Heritage 
Protection, Italy).

In recent years, the protection 
of cultural heritage has emerged 
as a global issue that transcends 
the boundaries of the cultural 
sphere, becoming a development 
requirement and a security 
imperative, as recognized in March 
2017 by the UN Security Council 
Resolution 2347.

This “historic” resolution requests 
all Member States to implement 
the necessary measures to prevent 
and combat illicit trafficking in 
cultural goods. Additionally, it calls 
to develop law enforcement and 
judicial cooperation in preventing 
and countering all forms of 
trafficking in cultural property and 
related offences that may benefit 
organized criminal groups or 
terrorists. 

Active collaboration in investigation, 
return and restitution, and judicial 
proceedings is also required, 
through appropriate channels and in 
accordance with domestic, regional 

and international legal frameworks.
Even before the approval of this 
resolution, the fight against illicit 
trafficking of cultural property was 
a priority on the political agenda 
about culture of South-East Europe 
(SEE).

Since 2006, UNESCO through its 
Regional Bureau for Science and 
Culture in Europe has been active 
in discussing, promoting and 
supporting regional cooperation on 
the subject. 

Outcomes and recommendations 
from initial meetings called for 
the enhancement of awareness 
raising and capacity-building at the 
national and regional levels in SEE 

© Romania Ministry of Internal Affairs - Antique shields stolen from an archaeological site, UNESCO monument, recovered in 
2011, under the UNIDROIT Convention provisions
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A combined methodology was adopted, encompassing lectures and field visits. Participants visited the Etruscan National Museum of Villa Giulia, whose 
collections are mainly recovered cultural goods deriving from illicit trafficking activities. 

In 2003, the museum was victim of a theft, with a successful conclusion thanks to the efforts of the Carabinieri for Cultural Heritage Protection. Other 
two field visits – the Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation of Rome and the Customs Agency, Centre for Fraud Analysis Prevention 
Activities – raised participants’ awareness on the Italian practices concerning inventorying and control measures at the borders. 

Romania so far recovered 13 gold Dacian 
bracelets (cca. 12,633 kg), two iron parade 
shields, 1024 gold Koson coins, 204 silver 
Koson coins, 33 gold Lysimachos coins 
minted at Callatis and Tomis, 12.000 silver 
and bronze coins and different Dacian 
iron tools and weapons, all stolen from 
Sarmizegetusa Regia and from other Dacian 
citadels – UNESCO Monuments in the 
Orastie Mountains, Central Romania. 

© Ancient jewelry stolen from Romanian 
archaeological sites, recovered in 2015, under the 
UNIDROIT Convention provisions

countries - with special focus on 
the coordination among relevant 
institutional stakeholders, including 
police forces, ministries of culture, 
customs agencies, and judiciary 
bodies, in line with UNESCO’s action 
in this field.

Along these principles, UNESCO 
developed a programme of 
activities that included a series of 
workshops, in cooperation with 
the Italian Carabinieri – Cultural 
Heritage Protection Department, 
aimed at developing capacities 
of institutions and staff from 
police forces, ministries of culture, 
customs agencies, and the 

judiciaries of different countries in 
the region, and also at reinforcing 
inter-institutional and international 
cooperation. Previous workshops 
benefited The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (2014); 
Albania (2015); Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (2016); Montenegro, 
and Serbia (2017).

As part of this initiative, the 2018 
workshop was directed towards 
the related authorities in the 
Republic of Moldova and Romania, 
for the effective protection of 
cultural heritage against its illicit 
trafficking, including through the 
implementation of the relevant 

international standards (UNESCO 
1970 Convention and 1995 UNIDROIT 
Convention), tools and best practices.

Participants in the workshop acquired 
knowledge and new skills on a 
variety of topics including preventive 
measures, law enforcement, 
awareness 
raising, 
and the 
restitution 
or return 
of cultural 
objects.   
>>full story

 The resource persons included senior representatives from international organisations including UNESCO, UNIDROIT, WCO and INTERPOL, as well as 
from the Italian Carabinieri for cultural heritage protection and other Italian specialized services. 

© Comando Carabinieri per la Tutela del Patrimonio Culturale, UNESCO

© Comando Carabinieri per la Tutela del Patrimonio Culturale

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_supports_capacity_development_to_protect_cultural_her/
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The first national Italian MAB 
biosphere reserve meeting titled 
“Biosphere Reserves: a balance 
between Man and Nature” was 
held on 8-10 November 2018 at the 
Somma-Vesuvio and Miglio d’Oro 
site. Organised by the Ministry 
for Environment, Land and Sea 
Protection of Italy and the MAB 
National Committee of Italy, the 
event brought together all MAB 
stakeholders at the national level 
for the first time. 

The World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves of the UNESCO’s Man and 
the Biosphere Programme (MAB) 
consists of a dynamic and interactive 
network of sites of excellence, 
promoting North-South and South-
South collaboration. It fosters the 
integration of people and nature for 
sustainable development through 
participatory dialogue, knowledge 
sharing, poverty reduction and 
human well-being, and respect for 
cultural values. It promotes society’s 
ability to cope with change - thus 
contributing to the sustainable 
development goals.

With one of the largest number of 
biosphere reserves in Europe, Italy 
continues to add sites rapidly; in 
particular, 9 new biosphere reserves 
were included in the network in the 
last 6 years. This growing network 
of biosphere reserves has a key role 
to play as it fosters synergies and 
facilitates cooperation and joint 
projects among Italian biosphere 
reserves.

The meeting included national and 
local governments, universities, 
research institutions and the private 
sector, biosphere reserve managers 
from the 17 Italian biosphere 
reserves and UNESCO, through its 
Regional Bureau for Science and 
Culture in Europe. 

On day 1, the technical MAB 
Committee met and  the role of MAB 
biosphere reserves was discussed 
in working sessions entitled: 
Conservation - Landscape and 
nature. Balance between man and 
the protection of the environment, 
Development - quality production, 
rural tourism and sustainable 

Biosphere Reserves: a balance between Man and Nature

development; 
and, Logistical 
support - 
research, 
training and 
monitoring. 
Synergies 
between 
national and 
international 
policies.

Day 2 was dedicated to an 
international symposium with 
representatives from UNESCO, 
the Italian National Commission 
for UNESCO as well as from the 
national and local governments. 

“Italy clearly has one of the richest 
and most diverse network of 
biosphere reserves in the region; 
it has played and can play an 
important role in promoting best 
practices in Europe and in South 
East Europe and the Mediterranean 
area in particular.”, noted Jonathan 
Baker, head of the science unit of 
the UNESCO Regional Bureau for 
Science and Culture in europe.

© Parco Nazionale del Vesuvio, aledm90, Seghene, Francescomar88 , Parco Val Grande Verbano/ Orchidea, Collemeluccio, Circeo , Capelli di Venere, Vulpus and  Muscardinus avella- narius, insects

Biosphere reserves are an interesting 
tool for countries aimed at achieving 
the 2030 Agenda  for Sustainable 
Development and the Sustainable 
Development Goals, as they can 
act as sites to promote sustainable 
development in territories and with 
local communities.

Maria Carmela Giarratano, Director 
General of Protected Areas within 

the Ministry for Environment, Land 
and Sea Protection and head of the 
Italian MAB National Committee, 
highlighted: “UNESCO biosphere 

reserves in the sustainable 
management of territories are of 
high importance, taking into account 
not only environmental but also 
economic and social aspects.” 

Maria Carmela Giarratano, 
underlined the importance of better 
communication about biosphere 
reserves within the territories and 
local communities to ensure that the 

benefits of being part of a biosphere 
reserve clearly be understood by all 
stakeholders. “I call on the Italian 
MAB community to play an active 

role in promoting Italian MAB best 
practices in the region, notably 
in the next EUROMAB scheduled 
in Dublin in April 2019.”, she 
concluded.

Besides the technical workshops 
and discussions on examples of best 
practices within Italian biosphere 
reserves, UNESCO MAB certificates 
were awarded to representatives 

of the newly established biosphere 
reserves Valle Camonica-Alto Sebino 
and Monte Peglia.  >>full story

©  Ivan Mazzon/Parco Nazionale Dolomiti Bellunesi,  National Geographic Italia/Manù; Parco Nazionale del Vesuvio/Butterfly; Parco Nazionale Dolomiti Bellunesi - Papaver rhaeticum

tourism and the promotion of local 
products. 

Applicants from South-East Europe and 
the Mediterranean region received 
priority. Out of 80 applicants, 25 were 
offered spaces at the school. Trainees, 
along with the 31 other attendees - 
speakers, tutors, and local stakeholders 
- represented 15 countries and 21 
Biosphere Reserves.  >>full story

@ MIOECSDE #sustainabledevelopment

Integrated Approaches for Sustainable Development Management, 
Tourism and Local Products in Biosphere Reserves
Held from 8-15 July 2018 in the 
Southeastern Peloponnese (Parnon 
- Maleas - Monemvasia) in Greece, 
this year’s edition of the biosphere 
reserve summer school brought 
together scientists from 15 European 
and Mediterranean countries.

With the support of UNESCO, over 50 
participants, including postgraduate 
students, young researchers and 
park managers, exchanged views and 
experiences from their countries, toured 
the region and interacted with residents, 
especially producers and entrepreneurs, 
to discuss best practices within Biosphere 
Reserves of the region.

The summer school in Greece was the 4th 
in a series of summer schools coorganised 
by the UNESCO Regional Bureau for 
Science and Culture in Europe and the 
Mediterranean Information Office for 
Environment, Culture and Sustainable 
Development (MIO-ECSDE). The school 
was supported by: Greek National 
Committee of Man and the Biosphere 
Programme of UNESCO; UNESCO Chair 

and Network on Sustainable Development 
Management and Education in the 
Mediterranean of the University of 
Athens; OIKOM Environmental Studies 
Ltd; Regional Development Company 
of Parnon a.s.; and, Management Body 
of Parnon, Moustos, Mainalon and 
Monemvasia. The 2018 summer school 
was held in Parnon among other reasons 
because of the region’s interest to put 
forward the territory as a biosphere 
reserve. The school focused on issues 
of management, education, alternative 

https://www.parconazionaledelvesuvio.it/  @UNESCO_MAB   #biospherereserves #NationalParks 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/biosphere_reserves_a_balance_between_man_and_nature/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/integrated_approaches_for_sustainable_development_management/
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Supporting Policy Development in the field of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage
In the context of the global 
capacity-building programme 
for the effective implementation 
of the Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, the training of 
trainers workshop was held in 
Sofia, Bulgaria, from 17 September 
through 20 September 2018. It 
was organised by UNESCO with 
the support of the Regional 
Centre for the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
South-Eastern Europe with the aim 
to consolidate the regional branch 
of the programme’s network of 
facilitators and to strengthen its 
delivery capacity in response to 
capacity-building needs in Europe.

UNESCO conceived the 
Convention’s capacity-building 
strategy in 2009 to assist States 
Parties in creating institutional 
and professional environments 

favourable to the sustainable 
safeguarding of intangible cultural 
heritage and promoting broad 
public knowledge and support for 
the Convention’s concepts and 
objectives. 

The strategy became operational in 
2011, thanks to the commitment of 
the Convention’s Intergovernmental 
Committee and the generous 
support from donor countries. 

By mid-2011, UNESCO had 
developed, updated, revised and 
started translating the initial training 
curriculum, based on the feedback 
from a first round of training of 
trainers’ workshops organized 
between January and April 2011, 
with 6 regional workshops covering 
4 content areas: ratification, 
implementation, inventories and 
nominations to the Convention’s 
lists.

In 2017, in 
response to the 
growing demand 
for capacity 
building, 
particularly 
in South-East 
European 
countries, 
UNESCO, in cooperation with the 
Regional Centre for the Safeguarding 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
South-Eastern Europe (based in 
Sofia, Bulgaria) organized a regional 
training of trainers’ workshop to 
reinforce the European branch of the 
facilitator’s network. The workshop 
aimed both at advancing capacities 
of current facilitators and bringing 
new experts on board.

Hosted by Bulgaria, with the purpose 
of further consolidating the regional 
branch of the network, the workshop 
had a special thematic focus on 
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of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(2003) in South-East European countries, 
with special focus on updates since 
the last annual meeting in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in 2017. 

Participants were experts representing 
the ministries of Culture and/or other 
relevant authorities of the Member 
States of the Council of Ministers 
of Culture of South-East Europe – 
Enhancing Culture for Sustainable 
Development (CoMoCoSEE).  >>full story

The Role of Museums in Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
South-East Europe
The 12th annual meeting of the 
South-East European Experts 
Network on Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, held on 25-26 October 2018 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia, focused on 
the role of museums in safeguarding 
intangible cultural heritage. Since 
its establishment in 2007, upon the 
initiative of UNESCO, the Experts 
Network is the main forum on 
intangible cultural heritage in South-
East Europe. 

The South-East European Experts 
Network on Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
established in 2007 by the UNESCO, 
supports the implementation of the 
UNESCO’s 2003 Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in South-East Europe. Annual 
meetings of the network took place in 
Bulgaria, 2007; Turkey, 2008; Croatia, 
2009, Romania, 2010; Serbia, 2011; 
Greece, 2012; Bulgaria, 2013; Cyprus, 
2014; Italy, 2015; Croatia, 2016; and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2017. 

The meetings contributed to enhance a 
common understanding of opportunities 
and challenges linked to the safeguarding 
of the ICH as a key asset of South-East 
European cultural diversity, as well as to 
develop institutional and professional 
capacities within the relevant national 
authorities serving as a regional platform 
for sharing knowledge and good practices.
Slovenia hosted this 12th edition of the 
Experts Network meeting, organised by 

UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science 
and Culture in Europe, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Culture of Slovenia, 
the Slovenian National Commission for 
UNESCO and the Slovene Ethnographic 
Museum, and with the support of the 
Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in South-
Eastern Europe (Sofia, Bulgaria).

This new edition further promoted 
knowledge sharing and the exchange of 
experiences in the implementation of the 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding 
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Festival of folklore in Koprivshtitsa: a system of practices for heritage presentation and transmission (Bulgaria)  selected in 2016 on the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices

supporting policy development. 
As part of the 4-day programme, 
participants analysed the lessons 
learned to date from implementing 
UNESCO’s global capacity-building 
programme in Europe, through 
a mix of presentations, open-
floor discussion, and group-work 
simulations. 

Special focus was placed on advice 
and methodologic approaches 
to improve policy frameworks, 
strengthening knowledge and 
competencies required to be a 
facilitator in the network, and 

sharing hands-on experience using 
the UNESCO capacity-building 
curriculum. 

Participants included 25 experts 
from different European countries. 
>>full story

© Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in South-Eastern Europe 

http://www.unesco-centerbg.org/en/     #intangibleheritage #SEE #Bulgaria

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/the_role_of_museums_in_safeguarding_intangible_cultural_heri/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/supporting_policy_development_in_the_field_of_intangible_cul/
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Dialogue for the Future second 
phase has begun, with high 
expectations. The project is the only 
peacebuilding initiative that enables 
people from all of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s constituent groups, 
and others, to directly engage 
their Presidency. It is also the only 
initiative which brings together 
the highest-level elected leaders 
around the concerns of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina’s citizens, despite 
political differences between them.

The ‘Dialogue Platforms’, a 
mechanism to provide a formal space 
for interaction between citizens and 
decision-makers, combines top-down 
and bottom-up approaches, enabling 
civil society, citizens and government 
partners to jointly identify, promote 
and implement dialogue and trust 
building activities.

Developed at the request and under 
the auspices of the Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Presidency and jointly 
implemented by UNICEF, UNDP and 
UNESCO, the Dialogue for the Future 
(DFF) project was first implemented 
between 2014 and 2017.

Titled “Dialogue for the Future: 
Promoting Coexistence and Diversity 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, the 
project established dialogue 
platforms and youth forums across 
the country, supported 42 community 
projects and reached out to 30% of 
the population.

As a tangible output of the first 
phase, over 54,000 citizens were 
directly engaged through 3 Dialogue 
Platforms, 26 Youth Forums, training 
seminars and the grants programme. 
1 million viewers were reached 
through communications and 
outreach materials.

The second phase of the DFF project 
started with the participation of 

 The Dialogue for the Future : Promoting Coexistence and Diversity in Bosnia and Herzegovina in creates space for dialogue to enable 
the process of building understanding across the country, promoting coexistence and respecting diversity

Dialogue for the Future: Promoting Social Cohesion and 
Diversity in Bosnia and Herzegovina

UNESCO, through its Antenna in 
Sarajevo – UNESCO Regional Bureau 
for Science and Culture in Europe in 
January and will be ending next year 
in June. 

The phase is funded by UN Peace 
Building Fund with as geographic 
coverage: Sarajevo broader area/
East Sarajevo, Tuzla, Mostar, 
Central, Bijeljina, Banja Luka, Doboj/
Doboj East, Usora, Tesanj, Trebinje 
and Brcko District. The Presidency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
partner of the project, carried 
out in support of SDG 16: Peace, 
Justice and Strong Institutions. 
Implementing UN agencies include 
UNICEF, UNESCO and UNDP.

In its second phase, the Dialogue 
for the Future project seeks to 
enhance the inclusiveness of local 
level governance by undertaking 
joint assessments of common 
problems and creating local 
dialogue platforms - bringing 
together local leaders as well 
as civil society, youth, religious 
leaders, women’s organizations 
and relevant local level authorities.
These dialogue platforms will 
be established as genuine bases 

for collaboration among diverse 
stakeholders, empowering them 
with collaborative leadership and 
peacebuilding skills.

The project will ensure that women 
and girls will become active 
participants of the platforms. The 
joint problem analysis and the 
dialogue platforms will aim to 
encourage communities to discuss 

common challenges and find 
solutions to these problems through 
collaboration.

Through dialogue platforms with 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Presidency, 
youth will be supported to lead 
dialogues on issues particularly 
affecting them, and to engage on 
issues such as the SDGs, education, 
culture and brain drain.  >>full story

http://ba.one.un.org #dialogueforthefuture
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an overview of existing guidance 
documents;  a discussion of the links 
to other protection and assessment 
processes; an understanding of the 
value of the 
heritage and 
the proposed 
change within 
the Heritage 
Impact 
Assessment  
process; an 
assessment 
of change approaches and 
methodologies; and a development 
of recommendations, mitigation 
measures, World Heritage concerns, 
and other recommendations, 
monitoring and follow-up.  

The workshop was organised by the 
Ministry of Culture of Montenegro 
and the National Commission for 
UNESCO of Montenegro, in close 
cooperation and with the financial 
support of the UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in 
Europe and the World Heritage 
Centre through the International 
Assistance ensured by the World 
heritage Fund.  >>full story

#worldheritage #kotor #montenegro

Kotor hosts South-East European Professionals Training in Heritage 
Impact Assessment
On 3-6 December 2018, the 
workshop on “Heritage Impact 
Assessment” was held at the 
World Heritage Natural and 
Culturo-Historical Region of 
Kotor with the aim to enhance 
capacities of professionals from 
South-East Europe. It set as a 
priority the action to advance 
current knowledge and skills of 
using impact assessments, as a 
tool for evaluating impacts from 
various factors affecting heritage 
in general, World Heritage sites 
in particular, and for planning to 
ensure an upstream analysis and 
change management in a World 
Heritage context.

By recognizing the Outstanding 
Universal Value of a site, States 
Parties commit to its preservation 
and strive to find solutions for its 
protection. If a site is inscribed on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger, 
the World Heritage Committee can 
take immediate action to address 
the situation and this has led to 
many successful restorations.
The World Heritage Convention 
is also a very powerful tool to 
rally international attention and 
actions, through international 

safeguarding campaigns. Often, 
the World Heritage Committee and 
States Parties, with the assistance of 
UNESCO experts and other partners, 
find solutions before a given 
situation deteriorates to an extent 
that would damage the site.

The World Heritage site of Kotor 
hosted this workshop to provide 
participants with all the necessary 
knowledge on the application of 
Heritage Impact Assessment in 
diverse processes and skills to 
conduct it and to use the results 
in a more effective conservation 
decision-making. 

The workshop programme 
featured key modules: a discussion 
on reporting and management 
requirements under the World 
Heritage Convention including 
State of Conservation reports 
and their implications to States 
Parties;  an advancement of their 
understanding of the knowledge 
and skills to initiate/improve impact 
assessments in respective countries 
of the participants; an overview of 
the Heritage Impact Assessment  
Process (vocabulary, actors and their 
roles, legal aspects, among others); 

The World Heritage Convention is not only ‘words on paper’ but is above all a useful instrument for concrete action in preserving 
threatened sites and endangered species. 

© Silvan Rehfeld, Ko Hon Chiu Vincent, Anastasia Tzigounaki  - Natural and Culturo-Historical Region of Kotor (Montenegro)
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coordination and integration among 
different designations.

In all, 122 participants from 54 
different UNESCO designated areas 
benefited from the activities, creating 
a community of good practices and 
knowledge exchange. The 2018 
workshop was held in Turin and 
Milan, in cooperation with local 
authorities. It embraced site visits and 
meetings with stakeholders in other 
local UNESCO designated areas. 

Main topics addressed in this edition 
of the workshop were: integrated 
management models for cultural 
and natural resources; the role 
of creativity and innovation in 
community based development; and 
tools and practices to facilitate the 
management and development of 
sustainable tourism. The workshop 
was organised by the UNESCO 
Regional Bureau for Science 

and Culture in Europe and the 
Fondazione Santagata for the 
Economics of Culture. Associated 
partners comprise: University of 
Turin - UNESCO Chair on Sustainable 
Development and Territory 
Management; IULM University - 
Innovation Lab, Milan; City of Milan; 
and the University of Gastronomic 
Sciences of Pollenzo.

UNESCO Designations and their Potential Role in addressing 
Sustainable Development Goals
The 2018 edition of the international 
workshop on UNESCO Designations 
and Sustainable Development took 
place in Turin and Milan on 11-16 
October. The main objective was 
to contribute to the achievement 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals, through the 
advancement of institutional and 
professional capacities of managing 
authorities, communities and 
relevant operators from different 
UNESCO designations coming from 
both the Culture and Science sectors.

UNESCO designations are the 
most extended global networks 
of territories and communities 
committed to safeguarding their 
cultural and natural resources 
as drivers for local sustainable 
development. 

Relevant actors are faced with the 
challenge of defining long-term 

policies and short-term actions 
to effectively manage UNESCO 
designations in order to fully harness 
their development potential, while 
at the same time safeguarding their 
cultural and natural values. In order 
to achieve such an objective, an 
integrated and participatory approach 
should be adopted, spanning several 
policy areas and ensuring the 
active engagement of all relevant 
stakeholders.
The workshop was part of a 
broader initiative launched in 2015 
in cooperation with Fondazione 
Santagata for Cultural Economics 
and other local partners in Turin 
and the Piedmont Region, jointly 
with the exhibition “Behind Food 
Sustainability”, within the framework 
of UNESCO’s contribution to the EXPO 
2015 in Milan. 

Its main aims were to contribute 
to advancing professional and 
institutional capacities of managing 

authorities, communities and 
relevant practitioners from 
UNESCO designations on the 
selected topic; increase the 
benefits for local communities; 
and contribute to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Since then, 3 workshops - held in 
October 2015, December 2016 and 
October 2017 - targeted UNESCO 
designations including: World 
Heritage properties; Lists and 
Register of the Convention for the 
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage; Biosphere Reserves; 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network; 
and UNESCO Global Geoparks.
Particular attention was paid 
to “multiple designated areas”, 
such as local territories with 
a concentration or proximity 
of more than one UNESCO 
designation, to analyse the 
potentialities, challenges and 
possible experiences related to the 

This year’s edition was made 
possible thanks to the generous 
support of Compagnia di San Paolo, 
Fondazione CRT and the contribution 
of Italy to the UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in 
Europe.  >>full story

#sustainabledevelopementgoals #sdgs 
#worldheritage @FondazioneSantagata
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© Fondazione Santagata for the Economics of Culture

The International workshop on Sustainable Development is a capacity-building initiative jointly created in 2015 by the UNESCO Regional Bureau 
for Science and Culture in Europe and the Research Centre Silvia Santagata (CSS-Ebla). 

professional divers from the EU and 
Eastern Europe centred discussions 
around the implementation of 
the UNESCO 2001 Convention in 
EU countries and other European 
countries.  The event was in line with 
the priorities of the Organization 
aimed at protecting cultural heritage, 
more particularly, underwater cultural 
heritage. 

The conference helped raise 
awareness on the UNESCO 2001 
Convention on the Protection of the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage and 
on the importance of protecting and 
safeguarding this heritage among 
underwater experts, as well as 
decision-makers, around the world. 
>>full story

Underwater Cultural Heritage in Europe today

On the occasion of the European 
Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, 
‘’Underwater Cultural Heritage in 
Europe today”was convened by the 
International Centre for Underwater 
Archaeology - UNESCO Category II 
Centre on 25-26 October 2018 in 
Zadar, Croatia, under the patronage of 
UNESCO and with the support of the 
Croatian Ministry of Culture to foster 
dialogue, exchange experiences and 
ideas.

As the European Year of Cultural 
Heritage is more than just a series of 
exciting events taking place across 
Europe, it is also a time during which 
people caring for our cultural heritage 
on European, national, regional and 
local levels will make a positive impact 

on the way we protect and enjoy it, 
building the legacy of the European 
Year.

Underwater Cultural Heritage 
encompasses all traces of human 
existence that lie or were lying under 
water and have a cultural or historical 
character. Recognising the urgent 
need to preserve and protect such 
heritage, UNESCO elaborated this 
idea in 2001 with the Convention on 
the Protection of the Underwater 
Cultural Heritage.

The Zadar conference focused 
on underwater cultural heritage 
and diving connected with 
historic tourism.  10 speakers 
and 20 archaeologists, historians, 

© ICUA

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_designations_and_their_potential_role_in_addressing_s/
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Thanks to the I-REACT app, citizens 
all over the world can warn each 
other about natural hazards by 
sharing geo-localised photos 
and information on floods, fires 
and extreme weather events. 
The app also provides users with 
information on weather risks 
based on their location and sends 
them alerts of extreme weather 
emergencies. Its launch coincides 
with the International Day for 
Disaster Reduction on 13 October 
2018.

In 2017 alone, 9,000 lives were 
lost and 96 million people were 
affected by disasters due to floods, 
wildfires and earthquakes, causing 
€270 billion in combined losses - it 
was the second costliest year on 
record in terms of damages caused 
by natural hazards. The 2018 
International Day for Disaster Risk 
Reduction focuses on diminishing 
the economic impact of disasters 
worldwide.

For the past couple of years, 
UNESCO and several European 
institutions have joined forces to help 
develop ITC tools that will improve 
emergency management systems in 
response to natural hazards and help 
to prevent disasters, to foster more 
resilient societies.

On the occasion of the International 
Day for Disaster Risk Reduction , 
I-REACT launched a free, publically 
available app in 10 languages 
(English, French, Russian, Spanish, 
Deutsch, Finnish, Serbian, 
Norwegian, Italian and Polish) with 
the aim to keep citizens safe from 
floods, fires and extreme weather 
events. 

“I-REACT is a powerful tool for 
understanding disaster risks 
and strengthening disaster risk 
governance in line with the priority 
for actions of the Sendai framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction”, said 
Jonathan Baker, head of the Science 

Unit, UNESCO Regional Bureau for 
Science and Culture in Europe.

“As members of the UN’s 
International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction’s (UNISDR) Scientific and 
Technical Advisory Group (STAG), we 
are looking for possible synergies 
with UN sister organizations and 
their programmes along with global 
communities of users, epistemic 
communities, and the private 
sector. “, agreed Soichiro Yasukawa, 
UNESCO’s coordinator of Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Resilience.

The app, available in Google Play: 
http://bit.ly/IREACTapp, was 
developed through the I-REACT 
research project, funded by the 
European Commission, together with 
complementary modules designed 
to improve relevant authorities’ 
capacity in disaster preparedness 
and response. The modules include 
a Big Data platform to predict better 
the occurrence of natural hazards, 

I-REACT App empowers Citizens against Floods, Fires and 
Extreme Weather on an International Scale

I-REACT (Improving Resilience to Emergencies through Advanced Cyber Technologies) is a Horizon2020 3-year project (2016-2019) involving a 
consortium of 20 partners. The project will integrate multiple existing systems and European assets to facilitate early planning of disaster risk 

reduction activities. The focus will be on natural disasters triggered by extreme weather. 

I-REACT app: Fight Disasters with your Phone released to the Public

Did you spot a wildfire? Go to a safe 
place, snap a picture and upload it, 
along with some information. The 
rest of the users will be able to see 
your report and stay safe. Or maybe 
you have seen in the news that heavy 

rain is coming. With I-REACT app, 
you can check if you are at risk of 
suffering a flood and be prepared! 
We want to contribute as much as 
we can to diminish the impact that 
disasters have. We want you to be 
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prepared and to have all the tools you 
need to fight against disasters. That’s 
why the app also includes a set of 
tips & quizzes on what to do before, 
during and after a weather-related 
emergency. >>watch video

I-REACT has been visible at large events among which the Civil Protection Forum, COP22, COP23, the Mobile World Congress, SRE 2018 and so 
many more. Demos were tested in Helsinki, Finland; Barcelona, Spain; Zagreb, Croatia; Turin, Italy; and, Ipswich, UK.

wearables and smart glasses for 
first responders. Watch on YouTube 
the short app presentation I-REACT 
App: tackle disasters with your 
smartphone [1:10]

The app enables its users to share 
pictures and other information 
on natural hazards and in turn 
provides essential information about 
the risks of suffering from these 
threats. This kind of information is 
especially useful during floods, fires 
and other natural hazards since 

photos and notes uploaded by the 
users may turn into useful source 
of information for environmental 
monitoring.

Users may provide additional 
insights in post-disaster 
assessments by reporting the 
damage caused to different assets 
and infrastructures or even during 
an emergency by sharing the 
location of safe areas for recovery 
and relief. The app notifies them 
directly if they are at risk of an 

upcoming extreme weather event 
and features risks maps provided by 
national authorities, so that people 
on the ground can be informed of 
potential risks in their area.

“Our approach aims to empower 
all citizens, enabling them to take 
a more active role in preventing 
disasters,” underlined Fabrizio 
Dominici, researcher of the Istituto 
Superiore Mario Boella (ISMB), Italy, 
and coordinator of the I-REACT 
project.  >>full story

By coordinating the international cooperation package of the I-REACT project, UNESCO works side by side with the civil protection departments 
of its Member States in particular in supporting the organization of demonstrative activities of the project and exploring new opportunities to 
enhance the modular solutions of I-REACT disaster management system in vulnerable regions also beyond the European borders. 
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“The world has the tools, the technologies and the wealth to address climate change, but we must show more determination in moving towards a 
green, clean, sustainable energy future”, remarked UN Secretary-General (New York, 2017).

Innovative Energy-Environmental tools for Sustainable 
Energy Governance in Built Cultural Heritage
From 11-13 December 2018, a 3-day 
workshop on “Innovative Energy-
Environmental Tools for Sustainable 
Energy Governance in Built Cultural 
Heritage” was held in Ferrara, Italy, 
at the Castello Estense. During 
the meeting, UNESCO and its 
partners presented the innovative 
geothermal power related solutions 
for built heritage developed within 
the framework of the H2020 project 
Cheap-GSHPs. The event organised 
by UNESCO Regional Bureau for 
Science and Culture in Europe, 
the Green Building Council (GBC) 
Italia, the Municipality of Ferrara 
and RemTech Expo (FerraraFiere) 
focused on applying sustainable lens 
to build heritage. This also included 
the use of renewables as also in 
line with the ratio of the UNESCO 
RENFORUS initiative.

UNESCO promotes education 
and international cooperation 
on renewable energy since the 
establishment of the World Solar 
Commission in 1995 and more 
recently the overarching Climate 
Change Initiative RENFORUS 
(Renewable Energy Futures 
for UNESCO Sites) that aims at 
enhancing and applying the Climate 
Change knowledge base to building 
green societies. This involves the 
sustainable use of renewable energy 
sources in UNESCO designated Sites 

(World Heritage properties and 
Biosphere Reserves).

Ferrara, ‘City of the Renaissance’, 
host of the workshop was inscribed 
in 1995 on the World Heritage list 
as a “marvellous example of a city 
designed in the Renaissance, which 
preserves its historical centre intact 
and which expresses canons of urban 
planning that have had a profound 
influence for the development of 
urbanism in the following centuries”.

The Ferrara workshop provided 
evidence on how the preservation 
of the integrity and authenticity 
of built cultural heritage may have 
a more sustainable and efficient 
use of energy and environmental 
requirements, including the 
application of renewable sources 
when applicable. 

UNESCO designated sites, such 
as Ferrara, have the potential to 
perform as laboratories for the 
development of good practices to 
test and use innovative solutions and 

ideas, inspiring shifts in policies, 
planning and technology at a world-
wide scale.

Structured in 3 sessions, the Ferrara 
workshop encompassed: a case-
based introduction on sustainable 
energy governance principles 
and practices; a presentation of 
Cheap-GSHPs, along with a specific 
Decision Support System (DSS) 
software tool, to be interactively 
tested; and, a highlight of the best 
state of art environmental and 
energy certification for historical 
buildings based on GBC Historic 
Building™ protocol along with 
a guided field visit to certified 
historical buildings of Ferrara.

The buildings referred to were: 
- The architectural restoration 
of the former prison of Ferrara, 
converted with a public project 
in the National Museum of Italian 
Judaism and the Shoah (MEIS); 
- Palazzo Gulinelli (an important 
building complex dating back to 
the 14th century, damaged by the 
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UNESCO , MEIS Museo Nazionale dell’Ebraismo Italiano e della Shoah and Green Building Council Italia 

seismic events of May 2012), which 
has undertaken a consolidation and 
restoration process and currently 
hosts a school; 
- Castello Estense of Ferrara, moated 
medieval castle in the center of 
Ferrara, one of the most iconic 
heritage assets of the city. 
With its interdisciplinary 

approach, the workshop targeted 
conservators, heritage managers 
and practitioners, and green 
building and construction chain-
industry professionals; they are 
asked to master new capacities 
and knowledge on how energy-
environmental issues and 
compatible renewable energy 

solutions, based on a mix of existing 
and new technologies, that can be 
compatible with heritage values and 
functional to their preservation.   
>>full story

http://cheap-gshp.eu/ @Cheap-GSHPs 

#sustainableenergy  #culturalheritage

Cheap and Efficient Application of reliable Ground Source Heat 
Exchangers and PumpS (Cheap-GSHPs)

Geothermal heat with energy (or 
power) is a promising source to 
enrich and significantly contribute 
to the renewable energy mix in a 
long-term perspective. To foster 
the use of geothermal energy in a 
secure, clean and efficient way, the 
European Commission supports 12 
projects within the Horizon 2020 
Programme (H2020) and pursues one 
project of the former 7th Framework 
Programme (FP7). It brings together 
almost 20 countries and numerous 
stakeholders, providing a wide 

range of knowledge and expertise 
to strengthen the use of geothermal 
energy.

Since 2012, UNESCO supports 
specific capacity-building activities 
for UNESCO designated sites, along 
with highly demonstrative sustainable 
energy solutions, applied to historical 
and monumental buildings. 

UNESCO participates in research 
and Innovation projects within the 
framework of the Horizon 2020 

Programme, such as “Cheap and 
Efficient Application of reliable 
Ground Source Heat Exchangers 
and PumpS” (Cheap-GSHPs). The 
project aims at reducing the total 
cost of low enthalpy geothermal 
systems by improving actual drilling/
installation technologies and designs 
of ground source heat exchangers. 
The outcomes are of relevance to 
further expand the potential uses of 
shallow geothermal power systems 
for heating and cooling purposes.  >> 
watch the video 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/innovative_energy_environmental_tools_for_sustainable_energy/
https://youtu.be/2cvXhq8GWM0
https://youtu.be/2cvXhq8GWM0
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Catalysing regional action for Global Citizenship Education 
On 21-22 November 2018, Portugal 
hosted the 2018 Europe and North 
America Regional GCED Network 
Meeting to strengthen regional 
action for Global Citizenship 
Education towards the realisation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals. 
The event was coorganised by the 
Asia-Pacific Centre of Education 
for International Understanding 
(APCEIU), in cooperation with 
UNESCO, its Regional Bureau for 
Science and Culture in Europe and 
the Global Education Network 
Europe.

While the world may increasingly 
be interconnected, human rights 
violations, inequality and poverty still 
threaten peace and sustainability. 
Global Citizenship is UNESCO’s 
response to these challenges. It 
works by empowering learners of 
all ages to understand that these 
are global, not local, issues and to 
become active promoters of more 
peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, secure 
and sustainable societies.
The commitment of actors around 

the world to promote Global 
Citizenship Education (GCED) 
has contributed greatly to its 
development - including raising 
awareness and catalysing action. One 
major achievement of these efforts 
is the incorporation of GCED in the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) through Target 4.7 (Education 
through Global Citizenship). 

This captures the clear call for 
education that addresses the needs 
of the 21st century, empowering 
learners to act towards a more 
peaceful, just, inclusive and 
sustainable world. GCED reflects 
the aim of education to go beyond 
solely access and “ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong opportunities for 
all” for the next 15 years.

Notwithstanding the progress 
made in this endeavour, and as 
expressed in various international 
events on GCED, stakeholders 
have identified steps needed to 
further advance GCED, both at the 

conceptual and implementation 
levels. At the conceptual level, clarity 
on GCED’s connection with other 
concepts (human rights, peace, 
cultural diversity and sustainable 
development) show the need to 
address the specificities of the 
different stakeholders. At the 
implementation level, discussions 
on mainstreaming mechanisms, 
political engagement, leadership and 
financing are some of the concerns 
to be addressed. 

In Europe and North America, 
a number of initiatives have 
contributed to the regional and 
global dialogue for GCED and its 
related concepts. Already well 
established in several countries, 
they work at various levels, including 
reaching out to other regions. 

The long history of implementing 
GCED and its related themes in 
Europe and North America has 
contributed to developing a strong 
stakeholder base that includes local, 
national and international actors.
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“Learning to live together in peace through Global Citizenship Education” explains the importance of Global Citizenship Education (GCED) in a 
globalized and increasingly interconnected and interdependent world. GCED is key to understand the interconnections between the local and 
the global and nurture a sense of belonging to a common humanity. It builds motivation to assume active roles to contribute to a more just, 

peaceful, tolerant and sustainable world. The video also illustrates how GCED can be delivered in and outside of schools.

Mapping the availability of data to monitor 
progress toward SDG4 in South-East Europe 

In light of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the Sustainable Development Goals, countries were 
proposed a core list of 33 indicators in 2018 for monitoring 
progress toward SDG4 on education.

A study to map existing gaps in the availability of SDG4 
data for South-East Europe was therefore undertaken 
by the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture 
in Europe. This study involved consulting international 
databases and national documents to review the availability 
of data corresponding to SDG4 indicators for the following 
countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Montenegro, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, 
Serbia, Slovenia, and the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia.  >>download publication

Situation Analysis of Education in 
Albania Toward SDG4 Education 2030 

Throughout the past 4 years there has been a 
multi-lateral effort to review and improve the 
education system in the Republic of Albania 
(Republika e Shqipërisë), referred to throughout 
the publication as ‘Albania’. 

This paper aims to assist Albania with its 
commitment to the Voluntary National Review, 
the MAPS mission, and potential future education 
strategy development and serve as a briefing 
document for future international cooperation in 
the field of education.   >>download publication

Within the European framework, 
the experience of the Global 
Education Network Europe (GENE) 
shows the importance of promoting 
synergies in the various forms of 
education.  All pursue the common 
goal of strengthening education and 
learning for social change - including 
social justice and cohesion - locally 
and globally. This embraces, but is 
not limited to, Global Education, 
Global Development Education, 
Global Learning, Development 
Education and Education for 
Sustainable Development.

Capitalising on this momentum, 
the Regional GCED Network 
meeting in Lisbon was successful 
in providing a platform for 
the discussion of strategies to 
strengthen GCED networking 
strategies within and beyond the 

region; mapping different GCED 
initiatives; and, exploring areas of 
possible collaboration with a view to 
solidifying regional and global action 
on GCED.

The meeting met its outcomes, as 
it allowed a sharing of information 
on GCED implementation in Europe 
and North America, including 
the identification of sub-regional 
and country-level entry points. It 
presented common issues, main 
challenges and achievements other 
regional GCED network meetings co-
hosted by APCEIU. 

The meeting launched a dialogue 
process with the GCED actors in 
Europe and North America to explore 
roads of cooperation within the 
region and with other regions and 
to discuss the dynamics of how their 

established networks can contribute 
to the idea of a global GCED 
Network.  >>full story

https://www.gcedclearinghouse.org/ #gced

Societies across the world have long lived according to principles that emphasize solidarity, dialogue and respect for diversity. It is from this 
rich well of practices that UNESCO’s Global Citizenship Education (GCED) programme draws inspiration - to instill in learners the skills, values, 
attitudes and behaviors to ‘live together’ and help shape more peaceful, sustainable societies and world. GCED is not a new concept, but an 
aspiration long-held across the world. 
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260 participants and 85 speakers 
convened at the 2018 FIAT/
IFTA World Conference on 9-12 
October 2018 at the Palazzo Labia 
in Venice, home to the Italian 
public broadcaster RAI. With the 
latest issues surrounding archiving 
at the core of its discussions, 
the event was an opportunity 
to raise awareness of the digital 
technologies developed by 
broadcasters to conserve the 
cultural heritage and analyze new 
scenarios, viewing forms and 
content sharing methods. 
In the opening session, UNESCO 
addressed the importance of 
archiving and digitizing shared 
history for memory; digitized 
photos of Venice from UNESCO’s 
archives were first-time disclosed 
to the public. 

The FIAT/IFTA annual World 
Conference gives an insight into 
the most recent innovations in 
audiovisual archives’ use and 
technology, from all over the 
world. Archivists from the world’s 
most important media collections, 
but also content strategists, 
media producers, curators and 
preservationists are called to 
participate. Host of this edition was 
Venice, a city with an unrivalled 
geographical position, a wonderful 

monumental heritage and a most 
vibrant cultural life, be it in the visual 
arts, literature, music or film. 

The conference title “The Archive’s 
Renaissance: Navigating the 
Future, Channelling the Past” was a 
reference not only to the location but 
also to a new creative renaissance 
emergent in the archives. In 
this golden age of content and 
storytelling, the archive is not only 
a rich source for cultural expression 
but also a powerful creative advocate 
and protective force within the 
industry and society. In her keynote 
speech, Ana Luiza Thompson-Flores, 
Director of the UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in 
Europe, highlighted the importance 
of audiovisual archives for the 
preservation and safeguarding of 
memory and history and for the 
respect of the human right to know 
and freedom of expression. “The 
common objective of the attendants 
at the Conference should be the 
creation of a common truthful and 
accessible heritage source for future 
generations”, she said. 

Archives - rather than “vast 
cemeteries” - are places where 
one may find the “experiences, 
adventures, risks, and dramas” 
of society. They are crucial to the 

“continuity of human conscience” 
and to the possibility of good 
government; they contain the 
“instructive traces of life”.

This is the belief that still orients 
UNESCO’s activities: the past has to 
be preserved and remembered. It is 
a fundamental repository of answers 
and advice for the challenges that 
the future holds. In this spirit, “to 
preserve and safeguard” are key 
within UNESCO’s mandate and 
progressively more and more 
importance has been attributed to 
digitization, as a fundamental tool to 
keep trace of memory and history 
and to ensure that it does not just 
disappear or it is not forgotten. 

Launched in 2017 and funded by the 
Japanese government, the project 
on “Digitizing our shared UNESCO 
history” is testimony to the attention 
that UNESCO pays to digitization as a 
tool for preserving and keeping trace 
of memory.  The project aims at 
preserving, digitizing and providing 
accessibility to the Organization’s 
documentary heritage, a treasure 
that for decades has been stored 
at the Headquarters buildings, with 

Audiovisual Archives as tools to keep trace of World 
Memory and History 

Established in 1947, the UNESCO Archives are a rich source of evidence in diverse formats reflecting UNESCO’s activities and programs since 
1946, and those of its predecessor bodies since 1925. The holdings of the Archives consist of more than 10,000 linear meters of documents and 
publications, photographs, sound recordings, film, and 120,000 microfiches.

Unleashing the Transformative Power of Culture and Creativity for Local 
Development  

Culture is playing an increasingly 
important role on the political 
agendas of cities and regions, both on 
its own and as part of wider economic 
growth and well-being. 

The conference was the first 
major OECD event examining links 
between culture and local growth. 
It will develop recommendations for 
economic and social policies that 
leverage culture and cultural heritage 
to enhance economic growth, job 
creation and social inclusion. 
The OECD conference in Venice 
highlighted “what works” in policy 
governance arrangements and 
funding models. Cultural and creative 
sectors transform local economies in 
various ways: generating economic 

growth, productivity, exports and 
employment; diversifying the 
economy and contributing to urban 
regeneration; promoting cities 
and rural regions as destinations 
to visit, live, work and invest 
in; strengthening local cultural 
identity and diversity; supporting 
social cohesion and integration 
of marginalised groups; and, 
contributing to well-being.

Art and Culture are not just the 
expression of our finest human 
values and identities; they are also 
very often the “invisible universals” 
that hold communities and societies 
together. They nurture our spirit, our 
well-being and the well-being of our 
societies.  

Invited speakers included Xing 
Qu, Deputy Director-General of 
UNESCO.  In his speech, he noted that 
“Fundamentally, culture is intrinsically 
human. It has an inherent value as a 
vehicle for identity, for making sense 
of the complex world in which we live, 
for the exchange of ideas with others.
By tapping into this infinite wellspring 
of ideas, the cultural and creative 
sectors can enhance economic growth 
and innovation in a way that benefits 
local communities and builds more 
sustainable, peaceful and inclusive 
societies. It was an occasion for Xing 
Qu to pay his first visit to UNESCO 
Regional Bureau for Science and 
Culture in Europe.

@OECD_local #OECDculture 

limited accessibility and possibility 
for consultation, and with the high 
risk of losing a consistent part of this 
international collective memory to 
physical deterioration. 

During her speech, Ana Luiza 
Thompson-Flores showed digitized 
photos of Venice for the very first 
time, part of UNESCO’s archives 
related to the International 
Campaign for the Safeguarding 
of Venice, started in response to 
the appeal on 2 December 1966. 
The pictures portray the decay 
and poor state of conservation of 
Venice at that time, together with 
the consolidation and restoration 
interventions undertaken within 
the campaign to contrast the 
detrimental effects offlooding, high 

humidity rates and air pollution. 
The public discovered every corner 
of Venice, its life, inhabitants and 
visitors but also its marvellous 
buildings and monuments. 

Sharing UNESCO’s efforts in the 
fight against the destruction of 
memory, Ana Luiza Thompson-Flores 
closed her address, underlining 
that “archives are essential in the 

very important role of preservation 
and accessibility of information, 
of freedom of expression and of 
the protection of cultural diversity, 
of tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage and of human rights 
overall”. >>full story

https://digital.archives.unesco.org/
#digitalarchives 

The UNESCO institutional archives and historical audiovisual collections are a record of UNESCO’s mission to contribute to the building of peace, 
the eradication of poverty, sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, communication and 
information. The collections tell the story of the ideas and actions, the programmes and projects, and the efforts undertaken to fulfil that mission.
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http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/venice-2018-conference-culture/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/audiovisual_archives_as_tools_to_keep_trace_of_world_memory/
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The ocean is in trouble, it needs our 
help. It is our shared responsibility 
to preserve it for the current and 
future generations. Committed to 
ocean awareness raising globally, 
testing is ongoing for the “Ocean 
Literacy for All. A toolkit”. The 
two-volume manual produced by 
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science 
and Culture in Europe and the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission builds on the “Ocean 
Literacy for All” initiative, a 
voluntary commitment to the 2017 
UN Ocean Conference to bring about 
a shift in our perception of the 
ocean.

The ocean is a source of food, 
energy, minerals, and increasingly 
of medications; it regulates the 
Earth’s climate, it hosts the greatest 
diversity of life and ecosystems and 
it is a provider of economic, social 
and aesthetic services to humankind. 
Knowing and understanding the 
ocean’s influence on us as well as our 
influence on the ocean is crucial to 
living and acting sustainably. This is 
the very essence of ocean literacy.

When the international community 
gathered in June 2017 in New 
York, priority areas of action were 
discussed, joint activities set in 
motion and partnerships developed 
to preserve the ocean. Specifically, 
a global partnership was formed, 
under the leadership of the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

36 countries join in Ocean Literacy for All 
A toolkit’s testing phase 

©
#saveourocean cam
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Commission (IOC) of UNESCO, to raise 
awareness about the conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of the 
ocean and its resources, and to build a 
public knowledge base regarding the 
global ocean.

The “Ocean Literacy for All - A 
toolkit” is the result of joint work 
and contributions of members of 
this global partnership. Primarily, 
it provides educators and learners 
worldwide with innovative tools, 
methods and resources to understand 
the complex ocean processes and 
functions, alerting of the most urgent 
ocean issues. 

The toolkit provides ready-to-use 
activities to be implemented, in formal 
and non-formal educational contexts. 
It unfolds the essential ocean literacy 
principles and the information 
needed to understand the cause-
effect relationship between individual 
and collective behaviours and the 
impacts that threaten ocean health. 
It further aims at inspiring citizens, 
scientists, educators and learners to 
take greater personal responsibility for 
the ocean, as well as to work through 
partnerships and networks, sharing 
ideas and experiences and developing 
new approaches and initiatives in 
support of ocean literacy.

The toolkit presents the history of 
ocean literacy, its framework made 
of 7 essential principles. It connects 
them to international ocean science 

#OceanLiteracy is a crucial part of our planet’s alphabet so get involved & let’s protect our only blue 
home! @IocUnesco #SDG14 @ThomsonFiji #OceanLiteracy4All

On 2-4 December 2018, the UNESCO 
Office in San José, Costa Rica, hosted 
the Latin America and the Caribbean 
Ocean School Teacher Training 
Workshop. Set in the context of 
UNESCO project titled ‘Regional 
and Global Actions in support of the 
Ocean Literacy for All initiative’ and 
of the UN Decade of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable Development, 
the training was organised by the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission through its project office 
at the UNESCO Regional Bureau 
for Science and Culture in Europe, 
thanks to the financial support of the 
Government of Sweden.

The Ocean School Teacher Training 
Workshop in San José prepared 20 
teachers for implementing Ocean 
School in their classrooms. 

The possibility of adapting Ocean 
School to different educational systems 
and cultural contexts was discussed. 
The Ocean School’s ‘Open Ocean: 
Movement of species’ module was 
presented and participants were 
introduced to the interactive tools 
and active learning materials provided 
through the platform.The geographical 
area and subject matter chosen for the 
module presented during the training 
were the movement of species from 

Cocos island. Accordingly, teachers 
from a number of Latin America 
and the Caribbean countries were 
selected to participate: Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, 
Panama, Peru, Saint Lucia, Trinidad 
and Tobago.

The 2,5-day training not only 
allowed for the discovery of the 
functionalities and the Ocean School 
tools but also for the discussion of 
ways to adapt and implement the 
tools and the approaches in their 
respective countries.  >>full story

#oceanliteracy https://oceanschool.nfb.ca/

The essential principles of Ocean Literacy 

The Earth has one big ocean with many 
features

The ocean and life in the ocean shape the 
features of the Earth

The ocean is a major influence on 
weather and climate

The ocean makes the Earth habitable
The ocean supports a great diversity of 

life and ecosystems
The ocean and humans are inextricably 

interconnected
The ocean is largely unexplored

programmes that contribute to 
enhancing ocean knowledge and 
observations. Interviews to marine 
scientists and educators on their 
professional experiences on ocean 
literacy; their views on its future are 
shared as examples of good practice 
and success stories all around the 
world.

Existing challenges to marine 
education are explored in the 
manual, together with new paths 
for the development of successful 
ocean literacy activities. One 
of the most important factors 

identified is related to the creation 
of multi-sectorial partnerships 
among different sectors (education, 
governmental and private) that 
have jointly built ocean literacy 
programmes for all formal 
educational levels from primary 
school to university, as well as for 
non-formal learners.

14 classroom activities give support 
and examples of marine science 
education that could be adapted to 
different geographical and cultural 
contexts. The resources, which are 
designed to be relevant for learners 

of all ages worldwide, find 
application in many settings, while 
their concrete implementation 
will have to be adapted to the 
national or local context.

The call to the schools part of 
the UNESCO Associated School 
Project Network (ASPNet) 
launched in September 2018 
allowed for expressions of interest 
in being part of testing the 
activities included in the Ocean 
Literacy for All – A toolkit. 36 
countries responded to the call.  
>>full story #oceanliteracy4all

Ocean literacy is more than just educating or informing the public and the marine and maritime stakeholders about the importance of oceans.  Ocean 
literacy, through the use of behavioural change methods and by adopting a system approach, aims at facilitating the creation of an ocean literate 
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FIRST STOP FOR THE UNESCO’S OCEAN SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/first_stop_for_the_unescos_ocean_school_teacher_training/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/36_countries_join_in_ocean_literacy_for_all_a_toolkits_te/
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Ocean Literacy and Multi-Stakeholder 
Processes for Ocean Governance for a 
sustainable Blue Planet

Ocean issues with conceptual ties 
to science and a global society are 
capturing the attention, imagination, 
and concern of an international 
audience. Global climate change, over 
fishing, marine pollution, economic 
trade and commerce, and decreased 
biodiversity are just a few of the ocean 
issues highlighted in our media and 
conversations. The public values the 
ocean and considers protecting it to 
be a fundamental responsibility but 
its understanding of why we need the 
ocean is superficial. 

A very wide gap exists between what 
scientists know and what the rest of 
the world population understands 
about the ocean. Ocean Literacy is 
the tool to fill in the social knowledge 
gap to ensure that SDG 14 life below 
water - Conserve and sustainably use 
the oceans, seas and marine resources 
is met by 2030. Ocean Literacy is 
evolving radically from being a tool 
to be applied in formal education 
and training contexts to a tool and 
approach for society as a whole, aimed 
at triggering actions towards ocean 
sustainability. 

Recognising the need to promote 
processes to transform ocean 
knowledge into action, “Ocean Literacy 
for All: a global strategy to raise the 
awareness for the conservation, 
restoration, and sustainable use of 
our ocean” was registered by UNESCO 
through its Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC-
UNESCO) as a voluntary commitment  

to the Ocean Conference convened 
at United Nations in New York on 
5-9 June 2017. This initiative aims to 
increase awareness on conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of 
ocean resources, by establishing a 
supportive global partnership. 

Within this strategy, and as 
contribution to the preparatory 
phase for the United Nations Decade 
of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development (2021-2030), which 
has as one of its outcomes “A 
transparent and accessible ocean, 
where all nations, stakeholders, and 
citizens have access to ocean data, 
information, and technologies and 
are capable of making informed 
decision”, IOC-UNESCO held the 
meeting of a group of experts on 
Ocean Literacy for Multi-Stakeholder 
Processes in Ocean Governance, on 
19-20 November 2018, in Paris. 

The meeting gathered 15 
professionals from around the 
world, including Ocean Literacy 
experts, journalists, researchers, 
foundations, Marine Spatial 
Planning practitioners, educators, 
representatives of NGOs  and public 
authorities. The event was a bridge 
between “Ocean Literacy for All” 
and “Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) 
Global” - a joint 3-year initiative 
effort between IOC-UNESCO and 
the European Commission DG 
MARE to promote cross-border and 
transboundary Marine/Maritime 
spatial planning. 

On 10 December 2018, in the context 
of the celebrations for the centenary 
of Porto Marghera, UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in 
Europe held at Palazzo Zorzi, its 
premises in Venice, a workshop on 
the subject of innovation and ports in 
the context of Blue Economy: future 
perspectives and possible scenarios. 

The potential role of the port 
within the blue economy was 
explored through presentations 
of representatives of the Venice 
administration, the technical 
committee of the centenary of Porto 
Marghera, innovative start-ups, 
researchers and experts from the EU 
maritime and policy sectors.
Coastal areas and the interaction with 
the ocean have been essential in the 
development of human civilization, 
as they represent a fundamental 
engine for economic development. In 
the European Union, over 5.4 million 
people work each year in in the so-
called “Blue Economy”, industries 
depending on the sea for their 
livelihood, producing a gross added 
value of almost 500 billion euro.

37% of trade within the European Union 
and 75% of Europe’s foreign trade is 
run by the sea. How do we tap into 
the unused potential of the ocean, 
sea and coasts in terms of growth and 
employment? An adequate level of 
investment and research is needed 
today. 

In 2012, the European Commission 
initiated a process of support to the Blue 
Economy, indicating member states, 
businesses/industries and civil society 
specific areas where actions aimed at 
analysing and developing the potential 
for growth can be achieved.  The sectors 
that contribute to “blue growth” are 
numerous and, often interdependent, 
as they are based on common 
competences and shared infrastructures, 
such as ports and electricity distribution 
networks. 

The Blue Economy can be a source of 
opportunities for young people (the 
so-called Blue Careers). With the aid of 
representatives of innovative start-ups, 
researchers and experts from the EU 
maritime and policy sectors, the event 
tackled the potential role of Porto 
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During the meeting, the experts 
discussed how to use creative and 
interactive Ocean Literacy tools to 
communicate ocean knowledge to 
different audiences, with particular 
reference to multi-stakeholders 
processes, such as Marine Spatial 
Planning, and shared views on 
the challenges of transforming 
knowledge into action. 

It is necessary to advance professional 
capacity-building, at times from 
scratch, to enhance stakeholders’ 
understanding about the ocean, by 
using interactive learning tools, such 
as roundtable discussions, online 
videos, documentaries,  board games, 
infographics  and virtual reality. It is 
as important to understand how to 
make ocean knowledge actionable, 

empower social actors to drive 
concrete decisions, and create 
needed empathy amongst 
different ocean users to move 
towards the same goal of ocean 
sustainability.  >>full story

https://en.unesco.org/mspglobal
@MSPGlobal  #mspglobal #oceanliteracy4all
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Marghera within the Blue Economy, 
glancing at its history but also at its 
possible future.

In her welcoming remarks, Ana 
Luiza Massot Thompson-Flores, 
Director of the UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in 
Europe, highlighted the different 
fields of activity of the office: 
science and culture, underlining 
the great opportunity of recently 
including Education for Sustainable 
Development and Ocean Literacy, 
the latter having been key to the 
organisation of this event. >>full story

MSPGlobal, the new global project 
on maritime spatial planning, in 
February 2018 ws jointly launched by 
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of UNESCO and the 
European Commission, to promote better 
maritime spatial planning with a view 
to avoiding conflicts and improving the 
governance of human activities at sea 
such as aquaculture, tourism, marine 
energy, and exploitation of the seabed. 
The MSPglobal project, combined with 
the implementation of the nine actions 
of the Joint Roadmap published by 
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission and the European 
Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries in 2017, 
aims to treble the area of territorial 
waters covered by a maritime spatial 
planning system by 2030.

As the world moves toward the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goal on Ocean SDG14, as part of the Agenda 2030, more than ever, 
MSP and generally ecosystem-based management provide an effective framework to guide sustainable development of the oceans and coasts
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The MSP Challenge uses game technology / game techniques to moderate the Marine Spatial Planning requirements

INNOVATION AND PORTS IN THE CONTEXT OF BLUE ECONOMY

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/ocean_literacy_and_multi_stakeholder_processes_for_ocean_gov/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/ocean_literacy_and_multi_stakeholder_processes_for_ocean_gov/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/ocean_literacy_and_multi_stakeholder_processes_for_ocean_gov/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/ocean_literacy_and_multi_stakeholder_processes_for_ocean_gov/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/innovation_and_ports_in_the_context_of_blue_economy_future/


Bridges
Issue 2 •  2018 •  page 14

IOC-UNESCO launches new one-stop 
shop Ocean Literacy Portal

The Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 
of UNESCO launched the Ocean 
Literacy Portal developed to 
provide a one-stop shop for ocean 
literacy worldwide, by sharing 
existing global ocean knowledge. 
The resources are accessible to 
citizens worldwide, from different 
backgrounds and of all ages, 
from students to educators, from 
researchers to policy makers.

The high-level United Nations 
Conference to Support the 
Implementation of SDG 14,convened 
at United Nations Headquarters 
in New York in 2017, provided 
the platform to further promote 
the ocean literacy concept and 
framework internationally. 

A voluntary commitment 
#OceanAction15187, “Ocean Literacy 
for All: A Global Strategy to Raise 
the Awareness for the Conservation, 
Restoration, and Sustainable Use 
of Our Ocean”, was submitted by 
UNESCO in partnership with many 
institutions and other relevant 
partners. The main aim of the 
initiatives outlined in the Voluntary 
Commitment is to develop a global 
partnership to improve public 
knowledge across the world citizenry 
regarding our global ocean.
In this context, IOC has, at the 
occasion of the 51st session of its 
Executive Council, launched the 
Ocean Literacy Portal, developed 
with the support of the Government 
of Sweden to share resources, news 

and information about events and 
projects that are relevant for all 
ocean stakeholders, from different 
backgrounds and of all ages. 

The Portal responds to the need of 
the ocean literacy community to 
have access to educational resources 
that are based on rigorous scientific 
knowledge, that cover different 
themes, e.g. marine litter, ocean 
observation, marine policy, and that 
are useful for different users, such 
as educators, scientists, journalists, 
policy-makers and representatives of 
the private sector.

Portal users have the opportunity 
to register on the Ocean Literacy 
Collaborative Workspace. Experts 
from all around the world can work 
directly with fellow members by 
co-working on topics and ideas and 
co-creating and developing new 
joint projects. This is a further step 
towards creating a collaborative 
network. >> full story

ROADMAP FOR THE UN DECADE OF OCEAN SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Knowing and understanding the ocean’s 
influence on us, and our influence on 
the ocean is crucial to living and acting 
sustainably. This is the essence of ocean 
literacy. 

The Ocean Literacy Portal serves as a 
worldwide one-stop shop, providing 
resources and content available to all, 
with the goal of creating an ocean-literate 
society able to make informed and 
responsible decisions on ocean resources 
and ocean sustainability.

The Ocean Literacy Portal is a universal 
sharing platform. By sharing the world’s 
ocean knowledge, we are committed to 
building a global ocean movement to 
protect the planet on which we live.

THE DECADE WILL HELP US DELIVER THE OCEAN WE NEED FOR THE FUTURE WE WANT
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“It’s not about the UN, it’s not about governments, it’s not about civil society or private sector or 
scientific community. It’s all of us in this together.” Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean

“the objective is to have people 
understand the importance of 
oceanography, and that ocean 
sciences are fundamental in ocean-
related services such as fishing, 
transport and tourism”.

If oceanography is of utmost 
importance, so is education to 
raise awareness and forge minds. 
Ocean Literacy is an essential 
component of the Ocean Science 
Decade. Member states voiced 
the importance of youth in this 

process. The IOC project office at the 
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science 
and Culture in Europe is focusing 
on Ocean Literacy and currently 
introducing it into school curricula in 
36 countries around the world. “All 
countries are now aware that our 
ocean is in danger, making decisions 
is urgent and we must act. Most of 
all, we must transform knowledge 
and scientific research in concrete 
actions”, said Francesca Santoro. 
“We aim to engage private sectors, 
politics and all citizens to create 
a deep-rooted sense of common 
knowledge”.  >>full story

https://en.unesco.org/ocean-decade

The Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 
of UNESCO is working to prepare 
the Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development. At the 
IOC’s Executive Council in Paris, 
member states approved the 
roadmap, in which ocean literacy 
plays a central role. There is a need 
to commit to a greater investment 
in ocean science, to encourage the 
scientific community, the public and 
policy makers to think ahead and 
aspire to real change.

From 3 to 6 July 2018, the 51st 
session of the Executive Council of 
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of UNESCO undertook 
major scientific and policy discussions 
and deliberated on important themes. 
On the agenda: ocean science 
requirements for addressing climate 
uncertainty, ocean observations and 
data, early warning and preparedness 
against tsunamis, multiple stressors 
affecting marine life, and strategies 
and tools for science-based ocean 
planning.

Furthermore, one of the main drives 
was to define the action plan in view 
of the Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development (2021-2030), 
proclaimed by the United Nations to 
gather ocean stakeholders worldwide 
under a common framework that will 
ensure ocean science can fully support 
countries in the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goal 14 on 
the ocean.

The proclamation of the decade 
was made necessary because of 
the increasing need to support and 
encourage the many aspects of ocean 
science, especially due to current 

data on ocean health. As mandated 
by the UN General Assembly, IOC is 
coordinating the decade’s preparatory 
process, inviting the global ocean 
community to plan for the next 10 
years in ocean science and technology 
to give new generations a chance to 
live in a sustainable planet.

After the debate, the 39 Member 
States of the Executive Council – acting 
on behalf of the 149 Member States 
of the IOC – as well as observers 
unanimously voted in favour of 
initiatives aimed to emphasize the 
importance of marine sciences for 
society. According to Francesca 
Santoro, IOC Programme Specialist, 
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Kids teach leaders why ocean literacy matters!  
We are very proud to have contributed to this 
video for G7 Environment, Energy and Oceans 
Ministers meeting in Halifax, Canada, on 19-21 
September 2018 to discuss our shared ocean. 
Watch the video

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/single-view-oceans/news/ioc_unesco_launches_new_one_stop_shop_ocean_literacy_portal/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/roadmap_for_the_un_decade_of_ocean_science_for_sustainable_d/
https://oceanliteracy.unesco.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rd5BlN4jHOI&playerapiid=ytplayer&fs=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rd5BlN4jHOI&playerapiid=ytplayer&fs=1
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Summer University 2018 
Parnon, Greece | 8-15 July 2018

S e p t e m b e r

Ocean Literacy toolkit – trial in 30 
countries through ASPnet
September 2018 through March 2019

Training of Trainers on Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in South-East Europe
Sofia, Bulgaria | 17-20 September 2018

Regional workshop on Visitor Centres in 
UNESCO Designated Sites in Europe
Palermo, Italy | 30 September - 2 October 
2018 

O c t o b e r

FIAT/IFTA World Conference 2018 
Venice, Italy | 9-12 October 2018

4th international workshop on 
UNESCO Designations for Sustainable 
Development
Turin & Milan, Italy | 11-16 October 2018

I_REACT App Launch on the occasion of 
IDD2018 International Day for Disaster 
Reduction
Online | 13 October 2018 

International Conference “Underwater 
cultural heritage in Europe today” 
Zadar, Croatia | 25-26 October 2018

Annual Meeting of the Regional Network 
of Experts on Intangible Cultural Heritage 
in South-East Europe
Ljubljana, Slovenia | 25-26 October 2018 

Our Ocean 2018. Our commitment with 
Aquariums
Bali, Indonesia | 29-30 October 2018

N o v e m b e r

3rd Open-ended Meeting of European 
UNESCO Chairs and Stock-Taking 
Workshop
Bucharest, Romania | 1-3 November 2018 

Training workshop on the fight against 
illicit trafficking of cultural property
Rome, Italy | 12-16 November 2018

General Assembly of the Regional Centre 
for Intangible Heritage in South-East 
Europe under the auspices of UNESCO
Sofia, Bulgaria | 17 November 2018

First Meeting of the Expert group on ocean 
literacy for multi-stakeholder processes in 
ocean governance
Paris, France | 19-20 November 2018

European Forum of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Rome, Italy |  21-23 November 2018

2018 Europe and North America Regional 
GCED Network Meeting
Lisbon, Portugal | 21-22 November 2018

Cherishing heritage - Quality principles for 
intervention on cultural heritage
Venice, Italy | 22-23 November 2018

D e c e m b e r

Ocean School training for teachers
San José, Costa Rica | 2-4 December 2018

Ocean Literacy in Coastal Cities 
Conference
Malmo, Sweden | 4-8 December 2018

OECD Conference on Unleashing the 
Transformative Power of Culture and 
Creativity for Local Development 
6-7 December 2018 | Venice, Italy

Innovation and ports in the context of 
Blue Economy: future perspectives and 
possible scenarios in the context of the 
celebrations for the centenary of Porto 
Marghera
Venice, Italy | 10 December 2018

Innovative Energy-Environmental tools for 
Sustainable Energy Governance in Built 
Cultural Heritage
Ferrara, Italy | 11-13 December 2018

17 Goals to Transform Our World  The Sustainable Development Goals are a call for action by all countries – poor, rich and middle-income – to 
promote prosperity while protecting the planet. They recognize that ending poverty must go hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic 
growth and address a range of social needs including education, health, social protection, and job opportunities, while tackling climate change 
and environmental protection.

15 year old Swedish activist Greta Thunberg speaks truth to power at the United Nations COP24 climate talks: “The year 2078, I will celebrate 
my 75th birthday. If I have children maybe they will spend that day with me. Maybe they will ask me about you. Maybe they will ask why you 
didn’t do anything while there still was time to act. You say you love your children above all else, and yet you are stealing their future in front 
of their very eyes. Until you start focusing on what needs to be done rather than what is politically possible, there is no hope. We cannot solve 
a crisis without treating it as a crisis. We need to keep the fossil fuels in the ground, and we need to focus on equity. And if solutions within 
the system are so impossible to find, maybe we should change the system itself. [...] We have run out of excuses and we are running out of 
time.” @GretaThunberg

Climate change is a race we can win. We already have the solutions, but we need governments, businesses & individuals to implement them. 
Demand more #ClimateAction where you live. http://un.org/climatechange 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFkQSGyeCWg


Articles and photos credited UNESCO may be reproduced and/or translated for non-commercial purposes providing the credit line reads, “Reproduced from the UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe’s newsletter: Bridges” and includes issue number, year, quarterly period and hyperlink. 
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For more information, please visit our website:

www.unesco.org/venice 

Contact us :

Palazzo Zorzi, Castello 4930 - 30122 Venice - Italy
Tel: +39.041.260.15.11   Fax: +39.041.528.99.95

veniceoffice@unesco.org

UNESCO Regional Bureau  
for Science and Culture in Europe

Bridges
Energy Observer relies on clean energy: 
zero greenhouse gas or fine particle 
emissions. As greenhouse gas emissions 
have become an ever more pressing 
problem to solve, renewable energy 
development has become increasingly 
important. Renewable energy, however, 
requires storage methods, one of which 
is hydrogen. The challenge is producing 
it in a way that is both carbon-free and 
inexpensive. Energy Observer proved 
this was possible.

Energy Observer counts on UNESCO’s support as it carries out its mission, 
to promote renewable energies and raise awareness of energy transition 
challenges. This first zero carbon footprint ship sails across the world during 
6 years without a drop of fossil fuel, with 101 stops planned between 2017-
2022 in the world’s maritime capitals, historic ports, nature reserves or at major 
international events. Energy observer docked in Venice on 6-15 July 2018.

The first hydrogen vessel around the world installed itself on the Venetian Certosa 
Marina for the 25th stopover of its Odyssey for the future. Arriving at noon on 
6 July 2018, for the first time since the start of the Mediterranean tour, Energy 
Observer and its crew introduced to visitors from Venice the all-new traveling 
exhibition, comprised of displays in virtual reality and 360° projections of exclusive 
content to raise awareness among the general public about environmental issues. 
The exhibition explains Energy Observer’s mission, the embedded technologies 
and the milestones reached in sustainable energy development. 

Using electric propulsion from hydrogen and renewable energies through energy 
coupling, Energy Observer has committed to visiting 50 countries to advocate for 
clean energy. So far, the vessel has visited 13 of these countries and covered 7,851 
nautical miles. Its first stopover in Italy was accompanied by a public, interactive, 
educational village and a warm welcome from UNESCO, through its Regional 
Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe. 

Projects such as Energy Observer rely upon an increasing use of locally available 
renewable energy sources to provide essential services for the communities 
and a powerful tool for education on sustainable development as in the motto 
“Changing Minds, Not the Climate” of the UNESCO’s Strategy for Action on 
Climate Change.  >>full story

Backstory

© energy-observer.org / Pressmare - Energy 
Observer n Venice

Regional Bureau 
for Science and Culture 
in Europe

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

Stopover in Venice for Energy Observer

Clean Energy to make our 
planet great again and 

ensure a sustainable future

Raising awareness on environmental issues

http://www.unesco.org/venice
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/venice/about-this-office/single-view/news/energy_observers_venice_stopover_raises_awareness_among_t/

